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President seems fully bent on changing this vicious, suicidal 
policy, and introducing one that shall ensure justice and 
kind treatment to our red brethren. His professions are 
worthy of all commendation ; and in tho character of the 
trustworthy, Christian man he has selected to carry out his 
new policy, we find the best guaranty we could have of its 
success in securing permanent peace and friendship with 
our Indian tribes. 

Reduced Military Preparations. — Another sign of 
progress is the large reduction of our army and navy made 
not only with the full acquiescence of our people, but in 
response to their demand. Our increased difficulties for a 
time with the Indians furnished a plausible excuse for con- 
tinuing the former on a larger scale than usual ; but we 
can imagine no decent apology for spending one dollar 
where we now spend ten or fifty upon our navy. It is a 
huge, most expensive superfluity. There is hardly a shadow 
of excuse for it ; and we are glad to find it of late in a 
course of large and rapid reduction. There ought to be, 
and really is now no need of anything more than a sort of 
Ocean Police on behalf of all civilized nations for enforcing 
ihe law of nations on the high seas. 

It was of course expected that the rebellion war would 
be followed by a very large increase of interest among our 
people in military matters ; but in this we have been hap- 
pily disappointed. So far, indeed, from being an increase, 
there has been, taking the whole country, North and South, 
a decrease of interest in such matters. A certain class of 
low political aspirants obviously built high hopes on an ex- 
pected diffusion of a military mania through the land ; but 
these hopes have for the. most part proved delusive. Not 
four years have passed since we disbanded nearly a million 
troops ; and now the mass of our people seem little, if any 
more inclined than before the rebellion to waste either 
money or time on the farce of militia drills, and they are 
likely to fall more and more into disrepute. 

Along with these indications there is slowly rising over 
the land an increased interest in the cause of Peace ; not by 
any means such as there ought to be, but much more in 
prospect than there has been. We find still a great deal 
to deplore ; but, while the general Pulpit is dumb, and the 
religious Press strangely asleep on the subject, we see on 
every side proof of a slowly increasing interest on the 
subject. 

Just now our people are giving a curious proof of their 
peaceful habits. While all England is reported as highly 
excited by the failure of the Johnson-Clarendon treaty, and 
foreboding war, the mass of our citizens seem perfectly 
calm, and have no serious thought of war as the result in 
any event. While retaining their long-settled views cf the 
right and the wrong in the case, scarce one in ten or a 
hundred dreams of ever appealing to the sword in the case, 
but expects, as a matter of course, that the controversy, 
however long continued, will be settled at last only by 
peaceful means. Hence we have never shared the fears of 
our brethren in England on this subject, but have from the 



first confidently expected that this dispute, as indeed all 
others between us and England, would effectually be ad- 
justed without bloodshed. On what .precise terms, it is not 
ours to say, since we are mainly anxious, as peace men, that 
all such controversies shall be settled without war. 

Special Need of Funds. — In sustaining a scale of 
operations so large as we have briefly sketched, we shall of 
course require a large increase of means, and of co-workers. 
Our Committee, in undertaking it, supposed we should 
need, as a financial basis indispensable to full or even 
moderate success, not less than ten thousand dollars ; and 
in carrying out our plan of both publications and of lectur- 
ing agencies, we ought to have reliably secured more than 
twice that amount. With such n capital, we might make 
our cause felt through the land ; nor will we doubt that we 
may ere long secure such an amount of funds in a cause so 
vastly important. It can be done, and will be, if our 
friends once resolve it shall be. They have wealth enough 
if they will only use it in this way ; and when they come to 
receive the cause in its true light as second to few others, 
we cannot believe they will continue to withold the means 
indispensable to its full success. The God of Peace has all 
hearts in his hand, and when it shall so please him, he can 
influence not one man only worth millions, but many such, 
to endow this great cause of God and a bleediDg world with 
ample means for the prosecution of its great work on a 
scale commensurate with its vast importance. 

Decease of Friends. — Our cause has. lost during tho 
year some of its most distinguished friends — Israel W. 
Putnam, D.D., one of. the earliest members of our Society, 
a personal friend of its founder, William Ladd ; — Samuel 
Fessenden, LL.D., also a life-long friend of Mr. Ladd, for 
many years a Vice-President of our Society, and for more 
than forty years at the head of the bar in Maine ; — 
Josu.ua P. Blanchard, Esq., for more than fifty years an 
earnest, devoted friend of our cause, a co-worker from its 
start with Worcester and Channing, always ready with pen 
and purse to aid it, his mind to the last teeming with plans 
for its advancement. All these had reached a ripe old age, 
the latter eighty-six, and the other two nearly of the same 
age. 



ANNUAL PROCEEDINGS. 



The American Peace Society held its fortieth anniversary 
in Boston, May 26th, 2 p. m., at its office. The annual 
address had been delivered on the Sabbath evening previous, 
May 23d, in the School Street Church, by Rev. A. A. Miner, 
D.D., President Tufts College. The President, Howard 
Malcom, D.D., LL D., presided, and opened the exercises 
with prayer and brief remarks. At the close, a vote of 
thanks was passed to the proprietors of the Church for its 
use, and to the choir for their acceptable services on tho 
occasion. The Society subsequently voted its thanks to 
Dr. Miner for his able and interesting Address, and re- 
quested a copy for publication. 
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At the meeting for business, Prof. Alpheus Crosby, one 
of the Directors, was chosen chairman, and in the absence 
of the Recording Secretary, the Corresponding Secretary was 
requested to act in his stead. The Annual Report of the 
Directors, and that of tho Treasurer, were presented, and 
adopted. The present officers of the Society were .re-elected 
for the ensuing year, and the following resolutions were 
adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1. That the year now closing has been signalized by events 
showing a decided progress of the principles of Peace, while it 
has not been wanting in lessons urging us to continued and 
more earnest effort in the cause. 

2. That one of the most significant events of the year has 
been the occurrence of a resolution in the old kingdom of Spain 
without disturbing, or even threatening the peace of Europe, 
thus presenting a striking contrast with that revolution in an 
adjoining country which, some half a century ago, roused 
Europe to arms, and introduced the most terrible series of wars 
known to modern history. The establishment of the principle, 
that every nation may determine its own form of government 
without interference from other nations, is likely to remove 
one of the great sources of war. 

3. That we derive great encouragement from the recent 
Conference at Paris, called expressly to prevent war between 
Greece and Turkey, and from its successful result, as also 
from the like success of tho Conference at London the year be- 
fore in averting a war threatened between France and Prussia. 
The great powers of the world can in no way honor themselves 
more, or do more for the welfare of humanity, than by acting 
the part of peace-makers. 

4. That we rejoice in the understood intention of the Vener- 
able Head of the Roman Catholic Church to present the cause 
of International Peace to the approaching (Ecumenical Council, 
and to urge upon Christian nations, without distinction of sect, 
the reduction of the immense armaments now bristling defiance 
to each other : and that it well becomes all those who bear the 
name of the Prince of Peace to unite in such an appeal, as 
these millions in arms are so many provocations to war, and 
constitute not only a crushing burden upon the industry and 
property of the civilized world, but a lowering storm-cloud 
which may burst at any moment into a tempest of wide-spread- 
ing devastation. 

5. That the new cases of reference to arbitration, which have 
occurred within the year, are additional steps in the right 
direction ; and that we may mention with especial gratification 
those between England and Portugal, and between Spain and 
the South American Republics, in which our own government 
has received the honorable distinction of being selected as the 
arbiter. 

6. That, while deeply regretting that the negotiations be- 
tween this country and England for the settlement of difficulties 
growing out of our late rebellion, did not reach a satisfactory 
termination, yet it is a most gratifying fact, and one strikingly 
indicative of progress in the cause of Peace, that there should 
hitherto have been so little apprehension of war in any event 
of the controversy ; that even the well-nigh unanimous rejection 
of the Johnson-Clarendon treaty by our Senate, we. cannot 
regard as meaning on our part any desire or thought of war, 
and that when the public mind in both countries shall have had 
time to view the matter in friendly calmness, the two govern- 
ments will either by negotiation or by reference come in time to 
a conclusion substantially satisfactory to both parties. We 
cannot believe that two peoples having so much in common, 
and bound together by so many ties of duty and interest, will 
ever suffer themselves to be plunged into war on the present or 
any future points in dispute between them. 

7. That in the adjustment of questions with foreign powers, 
it is of inestimable importance that we obtain a recognition, of 
the principle, that, in time of war, private property be re- 
spected on the sea no less than on land, and that stipulations to 
this effect be inserted in our treaties, until the principle shall 
be fully established. 



8. That whatever sympathy we may cherish as individuals 
with the inhabitants either of a neighboring or of a distant 
island, yet as a nation, we should carefully avoid all violation 
of those rules of international law the strict observance of 
which we exact from others. 

9. That the remarkable prevalence of crime in our country at 
the present time, forcibly illustrates one of the great evils re- 
sulting from a resort to arms ; a consequence from which the 
country has not been exempted by the fact that in this case the 
resort was for the sake of saving the government by a due en- 
forcement of its laws. 

10. That we cordially approve the pacific and friendly policy 
recently, adopted by our government towards the Indians ; while 
we cannot doubt that our own interest and the cause of human- 
ity alike require that they should be converted into citizens, 
and merged in the body of the nation as rapidly as possible. 

11. That the inclination of the public to look with increased 
interest on the cause of Peace, especially as a safeguard against 
such evils as have come upon us from the late rebellion, renders 
it incumbent on its friends to increase largely their efforts in 
its behalf, and speedily turn to the best account possible the new 
facilities now opening before them. 

12. That with this view, we fully endorse the action of our 
Executive Committee in establishing a Western Department 
with a Western Secretary, and in asking our friends to furnish 
a fund of ten thousand dollars for the special purpose of multi- 
plying our publications, and giving them a wide and general 
circulation throughout the land. 

13. Finally, That, like the Apostle of old, we " thank God, 

AND TAKE COURAGE." 
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ABSTRACT OF TUE TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Receipts: — 

Balance from the last year's account $137 36 

Receipts from interest and investments of Peace Fund . .985 00 
Receipts 'from William Laddand Henry Dwight estates.. 480 00 

Receipts from sale of publications 515 17 

Keceipts from collections, douatlous, &o 1,193 76 



$3,311 9» 
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For rent and other office expenses $120 36 

For taxes and advertising 34 44 

For travelling expenses and agency services 935 SS5 

For paper, printing, stereotyping, and other publica- 
tion expenses 2,168 34 

Balance to next account , 52 30 



We have examined the foregoing account, and find it correctly 
cast, and all the bills properly vouched and receipted. 



$3,311 29 
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In the Work of Prof. T. C. Upham, entitled Divine 
Union, in the chapter on Union with God in the work of 
civil and national redemption, is ah allusion to this labo- 
rious and faithful friend of the cause of peace. It is a just tri- 
bute to his labors and great influence, under circumstances 
not peculiarly favorable; and is an encouragement to others 
to go and do likewise. 

" Some years since," says Prof. U., " I was acquainted 
with an individual, who has now gone to his rest and his 
reward. I have reference to the late William Ladd, the 
mention of whose name will-recall cherished recollections to 
many hearts. In early life he followed the sea; — in the 
course of a few years he became the commander of a mer- 
chant vessel, and acquired some amount of property. On 
quitting the sea, he purchased a farm in the inland town of 
Minot, in the State of Maine. On reading a tract on peace, 
written by one of the former presidents of Bowdoin College, 
he was led to reflect upon the inconsistency of war with the 
Gospel. Having enjoyed favorable opportunities of education 
before going to sea, and being a person of a strong mind, he 
conceived the idea of putting an end to war throughout the 
world by means of a Congress of Nations, which should 
have power to establish an international code, and also a 
High Court of Nations. What a mighty project to be 
brought about by such limited agency ! 

" A few years before his death, I visited his retired resi- 
dence. He showed me the room, in which he had written 
the numerous papers, and even volumes, on the subject of 
war. Walking with him in one of his beautiful fields, he 
pointed to a small cluster of trees at a little distance, and 
said, ' It was beneath those trees that I solemnly conse- 
crated myself in prayer to this one work of impressing upon 
the minds of men the principles of peace.' For many years 
he spent a large portion of his time in going from city to 
city, and from town to town, in almost all parts of the Uni- 
ted States, introducing the subject to Associations of Min- 
isters, conversing with all classes of persons in relation to 
it, and lecturing wherever he could find an audience. I 
met with him often, and have been deeply affected with his 
simplicity and fixedness of purpose. He fully believed that 
God had inspired, within him that central idea, around 
which the labors of his life turned ; and those who knew 
him intimately could hardly fail to be impressed with a 
similar conviction. He corresponded with distinguished 
individuals in Europe ; and he scattered his numerous 
tracts and other writings on this momentous subject in all 
parts of the world. For many years the important move- 
ments of the American Peace Society appeared to rest 
upon him more than upon any other individual. He died ; 
and although he was preceded and has been followed by 
others of a kindred spirit, he was the means under God of 
giving an impulse to the cause of peace, which is felt 
throughout the world. Society, penetrated by the great 
thought of universal pacification, seems to be brought to a 
-stand. At Brussels, at Paris, at Frankfort on the Maine, 



at London, we see nations, as it were, assembled 
in great Congresses, and consulting on their position and 
duties, in consequence of the impulse, which God was 
pleased to communicate, in a great degree, through the 
labors of this comparatively humble individual. 

" Let us not, then, look upon the outward person or the 
outward situation. It is one of the attributes of God to 
deduce great results from small causes. Wherever there is 
faith in God, there is power, whatever may be the situa- 
tion of the person who exercises if." 

In these suggestions of Professor Upham, there is a great 
deal of truth, and not a little encouragement to those who 
are trying to carry forward this great but little heeded 
cause to which Ladd devoted his life, and fell a martyr to 
his zeal in its prosecution. He planted Cod's truth on this 
subject ; and God in his providence, and by his spirit, 
will one day — may he hasten it — make it bring 
forth a harvest of blessed and glorious results. 



THE SOLDIER'S GRAVE. 

'Tis but a green and silent mound, 

A rude board bears his regiment's number, 

Where, ""mid his fallen foes around, 
The soldier rests in dreamless slumber. 

No sister here hath left the rose ; 

No weeping mother kneels in blessing ! 
Here the neglected wild-flower grows, 

And cold winds are the mound caressing. 

Yet plumage shorn and broken sword 

Tell that the battle here was swelling, 
Ere on the bosom of the Lord, 

He found an everlasting dwelling. 

The field, ploughed by the courser's hoof, 
Speaks of the charge, the flight, the rally ; 

While broken spear and helm of proof 
Gleam like the Prophet's vision valley. 

The tree, scathed not by lightning's blast, 
But shivered where the cannon rattled, 

Shall tell, while history shall last, 

How fiercely legions here have battled. 

The tall grass rustles — Stranger, hush ! 

Here, let no thoughtless word be spoken. 
Aye turn — shame not the tear to brush, 

Here courage sleeps, here hearts were broken ! 

One thought of mother far away, 

Or some fair form half rose before him, 

As stretched beside this grave he lay, 

While Death waved his sharp pinion o'er him. 

The Bible, from his breast, half drawn, 
Falls from his cold and stiffening fingers, 

He lifts his eyes — he faints !. he's gone — 
No ! the imprisoned spirit lingers. 

As swelling on the evening breeze 

Come the wild bugle's lofty numbers, 
Ringing high victory through the trees, 

Lulling him to eternal slumbers. 

Maria J. Bishop. 



A Chapter oa War. — We have been reading the 
Christian Neighbrr. A review of our own terrible civil 
strife, from which we have just emerged, has confirmed the 
impressions of statesmen and warriors, philanthropists and 
divines, in reference to that subject. The most direful war 
that ever cursed the human race is found in those four years 



